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But when you hear her talking about all
these issues, I think it’s important to note
that she’s not only had 30 years of experience
as a child advocate, which puts her in a posi-
tion to know more about education and fam-
ily policy than virtually anybody who could
run for the Senate, we worked together when
I was Governor for a dozen years, which is
why she understands all these economic de-
velopment issues and the things that you
talked about, about the economy.

And then for the last 61⁄2 years in the
White House, she has been not only an advo-
cate for health care reform and for our chil-
dren, but she’s literally gone all across the
world looking for ways that people can come
together instead of be driven apart by all the
things that seem to be doing so much to di-
vide people, both in the United States and
around the world.

I know I’m heavily biased—[laughter]—
but I also have more experience than most
people do in this area. [Laughter] I have
known thousands and thousands of people
in public service; I’ve never known anybody
with the same combination of ability, experi-
ence, compassion, and unrelenting dedica-
tion as my wife, and I thank you for being
here.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:05 p.m at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to din-
ner hosts Edward and Joan Green. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Proclamation 7219—Contiguous
Zone of the United States
September 2, 1999

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
International law recognizes that coastal

nations may establish zones contiguous to
their territorial seas, known as contiguous
zones.

The contiguous zone of the United States
is a zone contiguous to the territorial sea of
the United States, in which the United States
may exercise the control necessary to prevent
infringement of its customs, fiscal, immigra-

tion, or sanitary laws and regulations within
its territory or territorial sea, and to punish
infringement of the above laws and regula-
tions committed within its territory or terri-
torial sea.

Extension of the contiguous zone of the
United States to the limits permitted by
international law will advance the law en-
forcement and public health interests of the
United States. Moreover, this extension is an
important step in preventing the removal of
cultural heritage found within 24 nautical
miles of the baseline.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
by the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution of the United States, and
in accordance with international law, do
hereby proclaim the extension of the contig-
uous zone of the United States of America,
including the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico, Guam, American Samoa, the United
States Virgin Islands, the Commonwealth of
the Northern Mariana Islands, and any other
territory or possession over which the United
States exercises sovereignty, as follows:

The contiguous zone of the United States
extends to 24 nautical miles from the base-
lines of the United States determined in ac-
cordance with international law, but in no
case within the territorial sea of another na-
tion.

In accordance with international law, re-
flected in the applicable provisions of the
1982 Convention on the Law of the Sea,
within the contiguous zone of the United
States the ships and aircraft of all countries
enjoy the high seas freedoms of navigation
and overflight and the laying of submarine
cables and pipelines, and other internation-
ally lawful uses of the sea related to those
freedoms, such as those associated with the
operation of ships, aircraft, and submarine
cables and pipelines, and compatible with the
other provisions of international law reflected
in the 1982 Convention on the Law of the
Sea.

Nothing in this proclamation:
(a) amends existing Federal or State law;
(b) amends or otherwise alters the rights

and duties of the United States or
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other nations in the Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone of the United States es-
tablished by Proclamation 5030 of
March 10, 1983; or

(c) impairs the determination, in accord-
ance with international law, of any
maritime boundary of the United
States with a foreign jurisdiction.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this second day of September, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-nine, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., September 7, 1999]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on September 8.

Remarks at a Reception Honoring
the First Lady in Syracuse, New York
September 2, 1999

The President. Well, all I can say is this
has been a very interesting night. Duke and
Terry threw a party in an Irish bar and the
first thing I see when I walk in, besides all
of your smiling faces, is a buffalo head.
[Laughter] Now, I don’t know what that
means—[laughter]——

Audience members. It doesn’t mean any-
thing. [Laughter]

The President. It could be a piece of New
York’s trivia. The buffalo in America was
saved by Theodore Roosevelt. We had 20
million buffalo head in America in the mid-
1800’s. When he became President, it was
down to 12 known head, and he brought
them back. Or it could be just another meta-
phor for all the speeches about Syracuse that
I’ve heard from Terry. [Laughter] Or it could
be a symbol of the golf game we had a couple
days ago.

You know, people are asking me how I’m
reacting to this whole deal. I love it. And
I’m trying to think—all the time people are
coming up to me and saying, what are you
going to do when you leave office? And you
know, I have a lot of interests. And so one
of you who knows that I love music, I’m walk-

ing through the crowd tonight and a gen-
tleman gives me this video tape which says,
‘‘How to Find Gigs That Pay Big Bucks.’’
[Laughter]

I am indebted to the people of New York
for many things, including voting for me and
Al Gore twice and giving us a chance to
serve. I thank you. I love Syracuse. When
I came here running for President—I have
had a wonderful time in this area. It is spec-
tacularly beautiful and is full of the rich his-
tory of America. And I hope that our pres-
ence here has helped to lift the visibility of
this area in a positive way in the eyes of all
America. And I hope it does.

I want to say, if I might, just two things.
One is, I’m going to spend every day I’ve
got left in the last year and 5 months or so
of my Presidency to try to prepare this coun-
try for the new century. We have the chance
of a lifetime, which we dare not pass up, with
this prosperity we have to prepare for the
aging of America. For those of you who are
baby boomers, like me, I can tell you our
generation does not want to retire and im-
pose an inordinate burden on our children
and undermine their ability to raise our
grandchildren. We can save Social Security
and Medicare if we do it now and don’t
squander the surplus. And that’s what I am
determined to do.

And I’ll just mention two more things. We
can, if we will use what we know, give every
child in this country a world-class education,
and they all need it. And the third thing we
can do is bring opportunity to the places in
America that have still not had job growth
and get this country out of debt for the first
time since 1835. That’s what I’m going to
work on.

The second thing I want to say is America
is always about change. It is constantly in the
process of reinventing itself. So if someone
said, ‘‘Vote for me because I’ll do everything
Bill Clinton said and did,’’ I would vote
against that person, because we’re always in
the process of change. But we have to build
on what works. And what we have to do, even
when we’re having a good time, is remember
what the purpose of this country is. The pur-
pose of this country is every day to make
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